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     GROUP RIDING  

LESSONS  

Warm weather makes 

people think about horse-

back riding é and just 

about all the spots are 

filled with kids and adults 

eager to learn to ride or 

advance their skills.  Oc-

casionally, they get out on 

the trail to enjoy the nice 

weather; mostly theyôre 

hard at work increasing 

their riding performance in 

the arena.  Get in on the 

fun é call for availability! 

DAY CAMP  

Day Camp is well under-

way!  The first day of 

camp is always my favor-

ite é watching kids who 

havenôt been around hors-

es learn to BE around 

horses!  They lead their 

horses into the arena, 

growing confidence with 

each step.  Our horses are 

great and patient teach-

ers.  As camps go on, our 

riders have been seen 

learning to ride bareback, 

try out an English saddle, 

and weave through an 

obstacle course.  On a day 

of rain the kids took a ride 

in our covered wagon!  

Our horse camps provide 

safe, hands -on horse ex-

periences creating memo-

ries that last a lifetime.  

Summertime stuff 

     Okay, so we didnõt get the 
terrific weather we like to 
have on our Open House 
day é but you know what?  
We still had a great turnout!  
Thanks for coming, those of 
you who didnõt mind getting 
rained on! 
     Our Adult Drill Team per-
formed their Johnny Cash 
routine and the Youth Drill 
Team performed their Harley 
Davidson routineñso fun to 
see the teams come together 
after so much practice.  
Great job, everyone!  Thanks 
to Sarah and Linda for their 
tireless training and drill pat-
tern designs. 
     It was the second year for 
pony decoratingñthis year 
we even added a second 
pony.  Lucky Troll and Sneak-
A-Peak were all dolled up 
with ribbons and sunglasses; 
a fun way to spend the day. 

     Of course, we had our 
hay rides (we did get some 
in when it wasnõt raining!) 
and pony leads; and yay for 
face painting, barn tours, 
farrier demonstrations, and a 
special equine massage 
demonstration. 
     This year the proceeds 
from food sales went to sup-
port Stable Pathways, BPSõ 
therapeutic riding program.  
Anoka Lodge #30õs bbq 
team, Bones Brothers, made 
a pulled pork sandwich meal 
and Chiliõs Restaurant in 
Blaine sold chips & salsa and 
Slushies.  While it wasnõt ex-
actly Slushy weather, food 
sales were still a huge suc-
cess; we had to run out and 
buy more buns!  Several peo-
ple paid more than we were 
charging and others just 
gave cash - we thank you for 
your generous support of 
our special needs program. 

     An event like this takes 
many hands, so thank you to 
staff and volunteers for clean-
ing, sewing and taking 
charge of activities.  Itõs be-
cause of you the day ran 
smoothly! 
     Just as our slated time 
was running out, the worst 
of the storm descended up-
on us!  Tornado, anyone?  
Luckily we were packing up 
and taking shelter...all people 
and equines were safe and 
sound. 
Now, thatõs an Open House! 
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On the day of our Open 
House there was debris    
circling in the low clouds 
from the storm - in fact, Jim 
picked up a partial newspa-
per dated March 5, 1932! 

B i t s  
HAVE YOU HERD?  

 Do you ever wonder what horses 

are saying when they make those sounds?  

Is it a language or is it more like punctua-

tion?!  Horses communicate primarily 

through body language, so many vocaliza-

tions are accompanied by some type of ac-

tion, such as ears forward or head shaking. 

Here are some observations about horse 

verbal communication.   

 The òneighó  you hear is frequently 

a greeting call; though horses also neigh 

when they are looking for each other.  For 

example, if we have Rocky up for pony leads 

but Buffy is left in the day pen, Buffy will 

neigh and neigh for him - wanting him to 

phone home, as it were. 

 Horses also ònickeró (sometimes 

also known as the Homer Simpson òmmm-

donutsó sound.)  This is as close to a friendly 

òhelloó or verbal sign of affection as we get 

from our horse friends. 

 òSnortsó are used when horses 

meet new horses or thereõs something new 

and/or scary for a horse to see!  The snort-

ing is usually when they are up-close to the 

object, whatever it may be. 

 The òroaró is used by a horse to 

announce theyõre in charge of any given 

situation.  That sound is frequently accom-

panied by foot stomping!  Itõs very dramatic. 

 If you investigate horse sounds    

on-line, there is discussion about how    

horses use òinfrasoundó, which is sound 

that is lower in frequency than 20 Hz (Hertz) 

or cycles per second, the ònormaló limit of 

human hearing.  Infrasound is what         

elephants and whales use to communicate 

with each other - up to hundreds of miles...  

maybe horses use infrasound to keep their 

herd together.  If this is true, then it could 

explain why horses spook when we riders 

have no idea why! 

     Come visit our herd and see what 

YOU can hear. 

We value your opinions and thoughts!   If you have a situation you think we  

should know about, positive or negative, please let us know. 

Some of our horses had an 

exciting change of scenery 

when they went on a camp-

ing trip to Forestville!   

& P i e c e s 

Bring your special little cowgirl or 
cowboy out for a pony lead with one 
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introduction to the wonderful world 

of horseback riding! 

Every day is a good day 

for a hay ride é even 

when thereõs rain 

Youth Drill Team  

performs an  

impressive Pinwheel 

hey Mom, I�¶m having fun at camp! 


